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“When you hear hoofbeats, 
think of horses not zebras.” 

—Dr. Theodore Woodward
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Figure 1. Change over time (x-axis, in hours) of a single patient’s HRV as measured by the 
standard deviation of N-N intervals (SDNN, y-axis). The vertical blue lines indicate the 
time at which an infusion of phenylephrine was started and stopped, while the red vertical 
lines indicate change point estimates (Pettitt test). In this case, HRV appears to increase 
immediately following the initiation of vasopressor therapy.
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Figure 2. Change over time (x-axis, in hours) of a single patient’s HRV as measured by the 
standard deviation of N-N intervals (SDNN, y-axis). The vertical blue lines indicate the 
time at which an infusion of phenylephrine was started and stopped, while the red vertical 
lines indicate change point estimates (Pettitt test). In this case, HRV appears to decrease 
immediately following the initiation of vasopressor therapy.
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QUESTIONS & COMMENTS

@DavidMaslove
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